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1921 T0 BE MOTOR
TRANSPORT YEAR

Efficiency in Business De-
mands Greater Use of

.-\uto'mo'l)iles.

FARMERS OWN MANY CARS

Export Market Offers Great
Opportunities to American
Auto Makers.

By CHARLES CLIFTON,

President National Automobils Chamber
of Commerce.

1921 will be a transportation year.
Every business and every product 1s
called upon to face its part in the re-
constriction. Waste must be cut. Ex-
travagance must be eliminated, Ef-
clent methods must prevail.

The salesman who goes afoot or de-
pends on irregular train porvice when
fie could double his productlvity by us-
Ing 4 car must go Into the discard, The
real estate man who depends on trolleys
alone will find hig business seriously
cyrtilled, The farmer who depends on
a tewm to connect him with the town
will fiud his famlly discontented, his
farm shunned by the hired man and
Yis profits reaching the zero paint.

The farmer, moreever, is the heaviest
buychgof carg, o "ning over a third of
all nutomobiles regietered. The rural
% of the United States purchased
60 per cont. of the 1920 motor vehlcle
output.  Of the earsd In this country a3
per cent. are owned in communities of
1,000 populition or under, and 65 per
cont. nre owned in districts of 5,000
population or wiidor.

This iIs to be a year of conservatiam
when the weak will go to the wall and
the sirong will add to hls strength.

People will want cars.

fHut they will not ask as In years gone
by: How much speed? How much com-
fort? How much prestige?

The test will be: How much economy
in transportation? How much gain to
my business?

These are questions which the auto-
mobile ean answer with satlsfaction to
the sterpest interrogator. In a year
when efficlency In transportation will
bo assentinl, the passenger car and
truck will have an opportunity to prove
their worth to a degree not realized In
the times of superprosperity.

We may or may not see the volume of
orders which piled Into the factories in
tha first half of 1020, That period rep-
resented the demand of a market which
bad been sturved for two years, plus the
Ymmediate requirements of the day. On
the other band, each succeeding year
brings greater needs for hauling of goods
and passengers from polnt to point,
greater economies in time, Consequent-
tv production schedules are likely to
show a steady growth as time goes on,

Tlis 18 not vacant optimism, A fore-
east without facts would, Indeed, be like
a ship without a rudder, directed by the

dist

paszing breeze. Prophecy must be
gulded by the hard logle of the known
glernents.

We kaow that fundamental business
ponditions are sound.

Wao know that the sutomoblle 18 one
pf the primary transportation units,

We know that the owner realizes to
an increasing degree that the possesalon
of & car i3 an extenslon of his power In
tusiness, as well as a widener of his
pocial contacts

Let us examine the fundamental busl-
mess conditions. The country is rich.
Products abound. Eventual prosperity
i« Inovitable. The 1820 harvests have
been better than sverage. Labor ls
mora plentiful and more efficlent than |
during the war and post-war'years. The
forelgn exchange situation Is improving.
Enlirum'n are better able to handle long

aul business. Cars and trucks are

avallable in greater numbers than ever
pefore

Business contraction has been due to
& shortange of credits, not to o Inck of
Eoods

After the war, after the high
and speculation, n period of prun-
wins Inevitable, When one looks
Buckk to 1872 and to 1903 ona renlizes

In 1808 general business conditions | the automobile industry, eausing it to
were bad, but motor vehicle production | advance in times of depression.
advanced over the only preceding year This stamina {8 not due solely to the
for which statistics had been gathered
(1%99) and probably showed some guin | dustry. It rests on an even firmer basls |
over 1902, although thers were not | the Insistent demand of modern clviliza-
records kept for 1800, 1901, 1902, The | tion for better transportation, coupled
1868 flgure isy from the Government | with the breakdown of street rallway
census, whereas, not until 1903 did the | lines In many suburban communities.
manufacturers collect statistics for the There are 7,000,000 cars,in the coun-
industry as a whole, try and about 800,000 trucks. The pas-

In 1907 the output of many industries | senger mileage of automobiles In 1§19
was heavily curtailed but all records for | was 6§,000,000,000, whereas the pas-
the making of automobiles were broken, | senger mileage of rallroads was 46,000,-
This gives some idea of the wvitality of | 000,000, ©Of the motor cars 90 per cent.

credative brains of the automobile in-|

| automotive produ

|
are used more or less for business, 60 | were nine times as large as any pre-war | But the car wins its way Into the

per cent. of the mileage is utilitarian, | year.
and the full serviee of trucks, of coursa,
is devoted to commercial efficlency. Britain It Is 1 to 180,

When one looks forward, therefore, But the business appeal Is not the sole
into 1021 with lt= readjusted finances, | claim of the car.
Its storehouses filled with goods, one The fact that the automobile iz o vital
must read there a steady demand for transportution unit serves us a
Especially is this | foundation for the industry It
#0 when it is realized that automoblle | stability in the times of commer
salesmanship Is in the early stages of | set, and it entitlea the car and tru
development. | the highest conslderation in the pu

The export market hardly has been | mind. The utllity of the car and truck
tovehed. The foreign shipmenta of | {7 a fact to which we may point with
motor vehloles In the fiscal year 1920 | pride.

The ratlo of cars to population

in the United Stutes is 1 to 14, in Greht |

heart of the people alse because It alds
them inm the fundamenta] right of the
| pursult of happincss

| The family car is one of the greatest
| relnxatlons for our high speed clvillzn-
| tion. 1 have no patlence with those who
to stut out healthful play.
is to=day is tos much In the othi
stion. Tt is splendld to think of the
e adding to the afficleney of over
T.000,000 owners ; but it (& fully as grati-
fying to think of these taumillea therehy
galning a relaxation and recreation to
which they are justly entitled.

that the madjustment has come with
sirprizingly small diccomfort. Price de-
cline have teken place rapldly, and
M W w the public realizes that the
Jotve nrl levels have been reached
ther v resorge of trade,

Tha Qi of business abillty to be

found among the manufacturers of cars
and trucks s shown by the growth of
the  Industry. For twenty years the
puking of motor vehicles has heen gnin-
Ing steadily One exception Isn to be
found Inh the year 1918 when the pro-
fucers of pasrenger cars voluntarily cue-
tailed their output In order te make alr-
planes, parts and other Instruments of
erar.  Here 8 the record:

Number,
. i
21,078
40, 000

115,000
127,70
187,000
214,000
AR, 000
495,
S0

i
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The Automobile Show Forecasts
Your Prosperity—Share It ‘

Ten Billion Dpllars Worth of Work To Be Done

Money, materfals, and men are now ready to start
work that has been neglected for three years.

The railroads must spend a billion dollars for repairs
and improvements.

Another half-billion dollars must go into highway
work.

Every locality is short of school buildings, houses, etc.

One city alone has sixteen million dollars available
for sewers and water mains.

Hotels are needed everywhere.

Prices have been so high—men have been so busy
at other things and money was so engaged in other
enterprises that public work hes not kept pace with
our needs.

Now workmen are eager for the jobs.
seeks investment in such directions.

What Charles M. Schwab
Says About It

“Never in our lifetime,” says he, “have the shelves
of the world been so bare. And I want to go on
record as saying nothing could be healthier for
American business than the very condition through
which we are passing.

“It merely means that America has closed up its
war factory and is jigging up for peace production!”

Such Periods Do Not
Last Long

Money

Remember the things said about hard times when
war ended.

Some predicted it would take two years to demobilize
four million soldiers, for they said without jobs for
the released men all activity must stop.

And Merchants did stop buying. Lower prices
were prophesied. Factories felt it and slowed down.

But within six months we were at full production
in all lines without enough workers to meet the needs.

The National Automobile Shows were held in Janu-
ary and February, 1919, just at the time when the
most dire predictions were being made and when
goldiers were coming home by the tens of thousands.

Our industry revealed its faith then.

We feel and show greater confidence now that
prosperity for you and all of us is fast returning.

Transportation More
Important Now

Production was the demand then.

Now distribution is of first importance. And eco-
nomical distribution is impossible without the auto-
mobile,

Its influence touches every activity.

It extends to every cross-roads. Without it city
transportation lines would break down under their
increased burdens. The farmer would be unable
to do his work or to deliver his goods to market.

Railroad lines would be deprived of the feeders
that bring goods to them over every highway.
Living costs would rise and land values would fall.

Requires a Million Automobiles
For Replacements Alone

Can you imagine this city without automobiles?
Will anyone who has ever owned an automobile
long endure without one?

Merely to maintain the present number means a
replacement of a million cars a year.

Figure out your own future in the same way.

We are wearing out clothes and shoes faster than
such articles are now produced.

A hundred million people must be fed and clothed
and housed. Children are outgrowing their things.

Every article that people use will be wanted and
people will find ways of getting them once that need
is manifested.

We do not beat the drum of hollow optimism.

It is real. This Automobile Show and the Auto-
mobile Shows to be held in hundreds of other cities
prove our faith.

Go to the Automobile Show if you would share our
confidence.

National Automobile Chamber of Commerce
Motor and Accessory Manufacturers Association

PALACE CROWDED AS
GREATEST NATIONAL
MOTOR SHOW OPENS

Eighty-nine Makes of Automobile, Designed for Every
Purse and Every Taste, Tempt Multitude of Motor
Enthusiasts at Twenty-first Annual Display.

REAKING all records for exhibits and attendance, the Twenty-flrst
'B Nutional Automobile S8how, under the auspices of the National Auto-
moblle Chamber of Comimerce, opened in Grand Cer

terday afternoon.

tral Palace yes-
From the.time the doors ppened at 2 o'clock in the after-
| noon the Palace was thronged, and the crowd reuched its helght during the
| evening sessiyn

New York apparently has » automobile mad

Twenty automobile shows have

¥, but never have
the cars been staged in o more briillant, alluring setting than that which
y-nine different
on the four floors of the Pulace that are devot

greeted visitors yvesterday. There are elgh makes of vehicles

:d to the show, and this means
scores of cars set agalnst a background of red and gre
wonderful picture. There are

» forming a moat
cars of all sizes and prices, and the stately
limousines, with their handgome tapestry and
lesa imposing runabouts, which, while not as g 1
prove u mucgnet for those who may have Umousine apr

r trimmings, vie with the
! ] ; closed cars,

t only runa-

bout bank accounts.

BIGMEETINGS FILL i s

1 the

touring ca took the

AUTO SHOW WEEK .z

attention of the chap who | t Yot
made his milllan, while th ar mod-
els drew that part of t

ithering

Society of Automotive Engi- whien
neers Holds Annual Con- | o
vention Here,

VOr pX e
Wether It wos
vd thot attended
y pedaple s

N. A. A. C. ALSO MEETS|

Balls and Dinners Intersperse
from
the

body

Important Conferences on
Automobile.

During Automoblle Show woeok there
wlll be many lmportant busipesa meet- linder
Ings and banquets. The Natlonal Au-| but the ecrowd was '5 Ir‘.

that are the

higher priced

tomobile Chamber of Commerce
active In this respect and will beein its
sospions with a meeting of jts Forelgn
Trade Committes, at headquarters, 360
Madison avenue, on Tuesduy, Jan. 11 at |
10 A. M, while the Patents Committee
af the organization will mect at tho = .lrnf-|
At 10:30 A. M. tha N. A. C C.i
|
|
|
|

the eight and twelve t ¥

Live power of séveral
Without doubt
gine has |ts v
turers have ms B HUec
and concentrating on
Inr design thay belleve

product. However, th v

hour. ot Ma W

Highways Committes will hold n session, "!'-”" ¢ to compare all mod ;

and at 2:30 P. M. the N. A, C. G Truck | Ni7e o0 the four floors of the Paluce, In
al { "

Committes will meet In the evening
the annual banguet of the N. A. C, C
will take place at the Commodore, and
many Interesting speakern will address
the gathering. The N. Al C, C. directors |
will hold thelr meeoting st headquarters |
an Wednesday morning at 10 o'cloch
Meetings that will be of decided Im-
portance to the automobile industry wil
be held during the week by the Soclety |
of Automotive Enginesrs, Inc., In tha
Engineering Soclety Nding, 29 Woest |1
Thirty-ninth street, e will begin on
Tuosday, Jan. 11, when there |}
atandards meeting that will ococtupy be
the morning pnd afterncor At this
there will be a discuss f the revisions |
of and addi valling 8. A. E. |
Sitndords I nded Practices, | °
which will bo reg v Diviglons | T
of the Standnrds Commitied
ning there will ba an
Biun,
The annual business meeting of the | big help
heduled for Wednas- der to av
|
!
|
|

T

ronautic sos-

organization |s AcCi

day, Jan. 12, at 10 A. M Committes | CAFTY T
1eports will be heard and officers will ba
elected for the ensuing year. There wil
be addresses by prominent executivea o
the automotive Industry
After lunch Tuesday

and the
botween
thin manna

fourth A

1
¢

| ways in thel

| ke ok y engl fng wesslon, an aero- | wcted t
nautic sesslon and a chassin session. At | sands of t o wera lo
‘ the first named the genesls of a closor 4 pn the r 1 floors
cooporation betweon engineers engs t pr ™
in this mutomotive work {1 be d T f | 1red f
cusned, conslderation wil given to J
| tendency In  deslgn, coi n and L 1 L in t
mothods of production and standardiza- |7 1
tion and reduction of body welght will tier 1 to f l fyin b . h
eouraged, ’ I r wea 3
ther 1 view
oMel ¢ " e
n f A Ay 1 n
v i A M 1
tomsen, advisabiliity o P M 1 X ¥
ahd higher axle ratios ! 4 1tor ' I
sprung and unsprung weight W 5 I e
will be talked on  The possibill A vv 1 1 Dealers®
Buropean types of small eary in America Din 1 Snturiay,
| is another question The cars exhibited whow are?
| On Wednesday night in the grand Ande ' Apparsan rn.  Brivene
| ballroom or wmin floor of the Hotel | Buicl Wdillae, Allen 1 n, Cane,
Aator the annus . Carnival will| Chalm L vro'et, Clave-
take plmes. This ja] reunion | Iand, Cols, mmonwealth,
of the 8. A. 10 1 re members, | Crow-Fichart, Davis, Detroit Electrie,
wives and sweot te dance and ‘make | Dix vl ge, Dot Nort, DuPont
| merry. It In the social event of the 8. A. ¥ r Digl Fergus, Plat Frankin,
| B year and a record attendance Ia| Friend vnt, Fianson, Matfleld, Haynes,
promised Hotmen, Hudaon, Hapn, Iackson, Jordan
Fuel and highway questlons wili| Kissal Kar LaFavette, Lexington
occupy the engineers on Tl | 1. Locomobile, Lor:
I will como firet, and in the v ora Mek At hm, Marmon, Mnx
I'sill b dlsicusston of { i dttitention M - T - e Mitehal!
| resent hi ndr L)) n fne r 1 Natl Non
!. r v il 1 werland [ &
v re .t . y " A H. Prlars
! Ay
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